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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


venue from the South to the High Street of Edin- 
burgh, we are threatened with a tax that would 


| O pretence of the neceſſity of making a proper a- 


fall very heavy on us all, though it can be of little or no 
advantage but to a few. Every body, except the imme- 


diate partizans and dependents of the deviſers of the ſcheme, 


are loud in their clamours againſt it; yet I ſee none pre- 


paring to oppoſe it with the vigour requiſite to be exerted 
r defeating ſuch an unjuſt and oppreſſive project. Peo- 


ple are probably deterred by an. apprehenſion of being ne- 


— foiled by the ſuperior intereſt of the true parents 
of the ſcheme: for it is ſufficiently known, that the oſten- 
ſible propoſer of it is only in the ſame ſituation with a no- 
bleman's footman, who fathers the miſhapen baſtard that 


his Lordſhip begot. I thought, therefore, that it might 


be proper to expoſe to the view of every man, the weak 
ſides of this ſcheme ; ſome of which ariſe from its own na- 
ture, and others from the method of conducting it: and 
its defects, in both views, are ſuch as may give us well- 
grounded aſſurances of its being eaſily overthrown, if we 


exert half the vigour againſt the impoſition of this _ | 


burden, that has often been ſhewn againſt others of muc 
ks moment. 1 ame 
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Ir a projector ſhould conceive a ſcheme, by which he 
thinks a gentleman's eſtate may be improved or b:autified, 


he would be reckoned, not only a very ignorant, but alſo a 


very rude and unmannerly fellow, if, inſtead of laying his 
plan before the gentleman himſelf, he ſhould apply to the 
moſt powerful of his neighbours, and endeavour to compel 
him, by their influence and power, to make ſuch altera- 
tions in his houſe, gardens, &c. as would make the beſt 
figure in the eye of the projector, and afford the. happieſt 
termination for the viſta's of the noblemen in the nergh- 
bourhood ; yet, in this manner, has the preſent ſcheme 
been carried on. It has been propoſed to pull down hou- 
ſes, open new paſſages, and build new bridges in the city. 
of Edinburgh; and new taxes are to. be impoſed, which 
muſt principally affect the inhabitants, by ſtraitening both 
their ſubſiſtence and their trade; yet theſe inhabitants, 
have been totally neglected. Nor has any application been 
made to the Magiſtrates. and Town - council, before whom 
any propoſal of this nature ought firſt to be laid; as it is to, 


them that the Conſtitution has entruſted the management 


of the city affairs, as they are the natural guardians, of the. 


city and its privileges, and as they cannot be ſuppoſed to-. 


tally ignorant of their own-intereſt. The projeCtor, on the. 
contrary, has treated all theſe with the ſame contempt as. 
if they had been infants or idiots. He called in the gen- 
tlemen of the county, many of whom are overawed by the 
EA weight of the Family- compact: and hopes, merel 
y the uſe of their names, to compel the city of Edinburgh 
to bow the back to the burden, that he, and his brethren 
ſrom the ſouth, may roll at their eaſe over the New - bridge, 
and entertain their eyes with a view of the Regiſter- office, 
while they frighten the peaceable inhabitants o the Cow- 
gate with the rattling of wheels over their heads. The na- 


ming of the Lord Proyoſt to be one of the Committee for. 


framing the Bill, makes no amends for the original ſlight 
put upon the City, in having previouſly concluded, without 
conſulting them, whether any ſuch bill ſhould be framed. 
I know not in what light the Provoſt will look on this, or 
how he will act: but I am ſure it cannot be properly con- 
ſidered, otherwife than as an indignity to him, and a direct. 
inſult on the underſtanding and privileges of the citizens, 
to give an appearance of conſuzing them, when, in reali- 
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ty, they are neglected. For the Lord Provoſt, who would 
have appeared with weight and dignity, if commiſhoned 
eli 


and appointed by the inhabitants to deliver their ſenti- 
ments, is degraded from being the firft Magiſtrate of the 
firſt city in North Britain, when he is named a member by 
the county. He is, in their Committee, reduced to his 
fingle voice, and can be of no more conſequence than any 
Other private gentleman, | 


Bonk a man can rationally engage in any fcheme, he 
Muſt firſt know the expence of its execution, and the ad- 
vantages, that he has good grounds to think, will ariſe from 
t. The true intent of the Bridge ſcheme, and the propo- 
fed advantages, I have told you above. But the projector 
Has not told us, for he knows not, what the expence will 
be. At the firſt meeting called on this affair, he ſaid he 
had calculated the expence; but two people preſent, pro- 
prietors of houſes intended to be pulled down, declared 
that he had never viſited their houſes, nor aſked the rent 
nor the price of them. What a vague uncertain manner 
is this of forming a calculation of a plan, whoſe execution 
mult coſt - ſeveral -thouſand pounds Sterling? And I dare 
ſay, that if the projector were examined upon oath, he 
knows no more of the other houſes than he did of theſe 
two. How then can he pretend to know what the expence 
will amount to, even ſuppoſing. he were architect enough 
to underſtand the buſineſs ? This method of proceeding 
can only ariſe from the inſidious deſign of drawing us in 
to begin the work, as being well perſuaded, that when 
3 have once gone half way through with it, they will 
eaſily induced to finiſh the remainder. The precipitan- 

cy with which this affair has been hurried on, alſo plainly 


indicates this defign, For no ſooner was the ſcheme pro- 


poſed, than immediately a Committee. was appointed to 
prepare a bill to be carried to Parliament. Whereas, in the 
proper and uſual: method of conducting bùſineſs, a Com- 
mittee ſhould have been appointed to employ proper tradeſ- 
men to ſurvey and put a value on the houſes, and to receive 
plans and calculations of the expence of the intended work, 
from people who would find proper ſecurity for executing 
them at ſuch and ſuch rates. al this, too, ſhould have 
been done under the ſanction of the Magiſtrates and 'Town- 
| A 2 council 
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council of Edinburgh, who, together with the inhabitants, 
are principally concerned; and, conſequently, have the 
title to be previouſly confulted, and principally to determine 
in this affair. If any of theſe plans and calculations had 
been reported to, and approved of, by a General Meeting, 
then, and not till then, was the time to prepare a bill for 
Parliament, as it is only from the certain knowledge of 
theſe neceſſary preliminaries, that a proper bill could be 
framed. Theſe are the natural, uſual, and prudent ſteps 
to be taken in ſuch an affair. The neglect, and, indeed, 
the deſigned omiſſion of theſe, is a ſufficient reaſon for 
your oppoſition ; and, if you are not wanting. to your- 
_—_ will be found a ſuſſicient reaſon to defeat the whole 
cheme. | | 


So far we ſee that the Bridge ſcheme has been ill con- 
certed and ill conducted; and its moſt zealous partiſans 
muſt acknowledge, that they have hitherto proceeded in a 
very unuſual manner, either from ignorance, or from in+ 
tention. Whichever of theſe has been the cauſe of their 
conduct, it will readily be granted, that neither of theſe 
reaſons can entitle it much to our favour. Let us conſider, 
then, whether the equity of the intended taxation ought 
to render it more agreeable to uns. 


No rhixc can be more juſt and reaſonable, than for 
every perſon to contribute, according to his abilities, to the 
ſupport of government, and the defence of the nation; be- 
cauſe, every one receives an advantage from thence, propor- 
tionable to his ſituation in life. But, in private bills, as 
they are merely local, all poſſible care is taken, that the 
burden ſhall only fall on thoſe who reap the benefit. - I 
can only tell it you in plain Engliſh ; but the propoſer 
of this ſcheme can inform you, that this is a fixed and 
unalterable maxim in law, and can repeat it in Latin, and 
quote the Corpis Juris for it, How he has forgot it on this 
occaſion, I cannot tell. If I travel along the road, I pay for 
keeping it in repair. They who croſs a ferry, pay for it. 
Ships that go to a certain port, and coaſters, contribute to 
the light-houſe. But here it is propoſed, that every body 
from the eaſt, from the weſt, from the north, muſt pay— 
For what? For an entrance for coaches from the * by 
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73 


which earriages, that have been worn' out in bringing pro- 


viſions for the citizens, may never once have had occaſion 
to paſs. The very inhabitants' of the Cowgate muſt be 
taxed to raiſe an odious bridge, that darkens their windows, 
interrupts the free circulation of air, and renders their ha- 
| bitations damp and een For they are miſtaken, if 
they think they eſcape the tax by not paying at the toll-bar. 


They are "taxed when a tax is laid on their flour, butter, 


meal, milk, eggs, and every individual article of their trade 
and ſubſiſtence. The commerce of the city muſt be taxed 
at the avenue to the ſea-port ; the ſubſiſtence of the city, at 
the eaſtern and weſtern avenues, for the ſake of a hundred 
yards of bridge, that will be convenient only to a few peo- 


ple from the fouth. There are on the water of Leith, 


about fourſcore mills, which ſupply Edinburgh with almoſt 


all their flour and meal. None of theſe can receive any be- 


nefit from the new ſcheme ; but all of them muſt be ſuffer- 
ers by it, unleſs they indemnify themſelves by raiſing the 
prices, which is well known to be the immediate eſſect of 
all taxes; but muſt be much more the effect of this, as the 
burden will fall moſtly upon thoſe avenues that ſupply the 
commerce and ſubſiſtence of the town, and very ſlightly on 
the noblemen and gentlemen on the ſouth fide, who are 
=  deviſers of the ſcheme, and ought to pay deareſt 
it. | | | 


Tu oppoſing this ſcheme is, by its projectors, called 
want of PUBLIC SPIRIT. Shall that ſacred name be u- 
ſurped by people, who, for their own private conveniency, 
would oppreſs all the individuals of which the public con - 
fiſts ? For this tax is not the leſs burdenſome, by being 
taken from us by pennies and twopences at a time; fince, 
by the frequent repetition of theſe ſmall, and ſeemingly con- 
temptible ſums, there will be an annual addition of ex- 
pence from 5 /. to 20 l. a- year, to many citizens, who can 
reap no other benefit from the bridge, but taking a walk 
on it on Sunday, Many an induſtrious citizen has raiſed 
an ample fortune, from no greater original ſtock than what 
the impoſition for this bridge will coſt ſeveral private peo- 
ple during the years it is propoſed to continue, much more 
during the years it will probably be continued to finiſh 
this work, or for ſome other project of full as little _ 

5 | uti ity. 
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utility. For, though it is now mentioned, that the impoſi- 
tion is to be continued only for a determined number of 
years, you are groſsly miſtaken, if you imagine it will end 
with thoſe years, or with the finiſhing that particular work. 
Our taſk-maſters know the nature of mankind better. 
People wince and ſtruggle at the firſt impoſition of a bur - 


den; but, when once they have bowed their neck to the 


oke, they become babituated to the oppreſſion; and at 
la bear it as tamely as if they had never been in a better 
condition. It was even mentioned, at the meeting of the 
county, that if they could once get this tax laid on, it 
would be eaſy to get it continued. But what was there 
mentioned as an inducement for laying it on, I hope you 
will look on as a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting it. 


Wx all know what uſeful and ornamental additions have 
been made to the city of Edinburgh within theſe few 

ears; but which of us was taxed for them? The Royal 

nfirmary was a work of much greater expence than the 
propoſed bridge, as well as more benevolent and humane 
in its deſtination; yet it was raiſed and endowed by the 
generous induſtry of one public - ſpirited citizen, who, 
without any new impoſition on the people, procured volun- 
tary — to it from the remoteſt parts of the Bri- 
tiſh dominions. Thoſe very Americans, who are now in 
arms, tearing the Britiſh empire to pieces, and expoſing 
themſelves to all the horcors of an inteſtine war, rather 
than ſubmit to a trifling tax ; theſe very people, or their 
fathers, taxed themſelves voluntarily, by contributing li- 
berally towards the Infirmary. A ſcheme really beneficial, 
and conducted by a fincere love of mankind, meets with 
voluntary aſſiſtance from every hand. Andther, formed 
from a Liſe pretence to the public good, but in reality 
ſuggeſted for private conveniency, muſt be ſupported by 
oppreſſive taxes. At this rate, Pharaoh was public-ſpirited, 
when he raiſed the public works that ſupported the luxury 


and dignity of the imperious taſkmaſters, while the chit- 


dren of Iſrael groaned under the yoke. But if ſuch a bridge 


muſt neceflarily be built, let a ſubſcription be opened. 
The Duke of Buccleugh, the Preſident, the Member of 


Parliament for the county, the Sheriff-deputy; and all the 
partiſans of the bridge, will probably ſubſcribe liberally. 


Mem 
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Men of opulent fortunes, and in public offices, wilt be glad 


of ſuch an opportunity of ſhewing their public ſpirit, and of 


keeping off the burden from the poor of a county, to whoſe 
ſupport they owe the offices they now enjoy, and the ſtill 
higher offices to which they expect in time to ſucceed: 


Theſe are people of great weight in this county, and their. 


example and influence cannot fail to incline many others to 
ſhew their liberality in ſupport of. this plan. But ſuppo- 
ſing, which is not to be ſuppoſed, that the generous exam-+ 
ple of theſe public-ſpirited patrons ſhould have no influence 
over the more retentive hearts and purſes of other rich men, 
as a better avenue from the ſouth to the High Street of E- 
dinburgh would certainly be convenient, I will venture to 
lay before the public a ſcheme that would anſwer all the be- 
neficial purpoſes of the bridge. And, if the great and opus 
lent will not lend a helping hand, yet the ſum requiſite may 
be eaſily raiſed, without any tax or burden on the poor, as 
the whole expence is not aboye what may be obtained from 
the voluntary contributions of men af very moderate for- 
tunes, and confined liberality. 


The Canongate is only a ſuburb to Edinburgh; but, by 
the late encreaſe of the nature and number of its buildings, 
and the wealth of its inhabitants, may be juſtly looked on 
28 one half of the length of the town, which I reckon ex- 
tends from the Caſtlehill to the Abbey; ſo that the middle 
of the whole will be about the Netherbow; and a good a- 
venue from the ſouth made thereabout, would equally 
* both ends of the town. The buildings, on the — 

de of St Mary's wynd, are, generally, very mean ones; 
and, at the lower end of it, are only ſtables, and coach - 
houſes, and hay - lofts. The paſſage there is not ſteep, . but 
much too narrow. Let the Town - council of Edinburgh 
order theſe buildings to be viewed and valued by proper 
tradeſmen. The value being known, and the expence of 
moving them and paving the ſtreets being eaſily aſcer- 
tained, open a ſubſcription. As ſoon as the ſum requiſite 
is ſubſcribed, treat with the proprietors of the houſes, who 


will probably be willing to diſpoſe of them at an equitable 
price; and fo the expence of an act of Parliament will be 


faved. But if any perſon ſhould prove refractory, the con- 


ſent of Parliament can never be refuſed to a bill ſupported 
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by the city and county of Edinburgh, and: oppoſed by only 
one or two refractory perſons. The pulling down of theſe 
' houſes would not only open a ſufficient avenue to the High, 


Street and Canongate, but might, perhaps, leave depth e- 
nough for a row of ſhops; for which the Town might draw 


2 good rent, as they could not fail to be well accuſtomed, 
from the conveniency of the ſituation. If there is not room 
enough, the ſhops muſt be let alone. The advantages. of 
this method are theſe : | | 


1. THE expence may be known to a farthing, before- 
hand. 


2. Ir would not make the people complain of being op- 
preſſed with taxes. | | | | | 


3. IT will be managed with more œconomy than the o- 
ther can poſſibly be, as no part of the money will be conſu- 
med in the collection. 5 


4. Ir would not ſerve as a precedent for che gentlemen 
of the county to impoſe a tax on the town. 


F. Ir will be ſolely under the direCtion, of the Magi- 
Rrates, who are the natural guardians: of the city and its 
privileges. | EE 


6. IT will not make us languiſh in ſuſpence for the e- 
vent, as the ruins may be removed, and the ſtreet paved, 
in a few months. N 


7. THE foundations of the arches will not fink. 
8. Tat ſide-walls will not give way. 


9. We. will not be put to the expence of mourning for 
our friends and relations buried in its ruins. 


WrarTzvzR may be the general opinion of this 
ſeheme, let the citizens remember, that it is of the high+ 
eſt importance to them, to keep the management of 
their own affairs in their own hands, and not to give 


1 * 1 


up their privileges to every idle projector. Let the in- 
habitants of the county conſider, how dangerous a prece- 
dent it is, to let themſelves be taxed for the city. And, 
let both be perſuaded, that the Bridge-tax, how heavy and 
oppreſſive ſoever, is but a ſlight eſſay how far they will 
bear, and will be but a ſmall foretaſte of greater bur- 
dens to come; and that, if they ſuffer themſelves to 
be led into ſubmiſſion to the propoſed oppreſſion, merel 

to gratify the caprice of a few leading men, the bit will 
— depart from their jaws, nor the hook from their no- 

rils, | | . 
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